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Rare Carnival Glass Pitchers
From Across the Nation &
Around the World

by Don Moore

When we listen to stock market
reports, we hear that certain issues are
“depressed” and certain groups of
stocks are referred to as “cyclical” in
nature, The same thing happens in
the Carnival world. The past couple
of years, pastels, red and anything
with an opal edge have been the hot
“issues,” while Millersburg, Grape &
Cable, and water pitchers have been
“depressed” from their previous highs.
Almost everything in Carnival has its
cycle. Plates are an excellent example.
Five or six years ago they were “riding
high.” Then they went into a slump
and it is only in the past year or so
that they have again come on like
gang-busters, There is evidence that
water pitchers are also staging a rally.

-1 hope this brief focus on some of the
rare pitchers will help the cause
along. To my way of thinking, water
sets have always symbolized collecting
at its best. It is unfortunate that water
pitchers have suffered from the
excesses of the middle 1970s when
prices got out of hand for a few years.
Their recent resurgence appears to be
on a more reasonable and stable basis.

The Fenton Art Glass Co. is “king
of the hili” when it comes to the
number of water pitchers produced.
They made water sets in Carnival in
approximately 30 different patterns,
followed by Northwood with some
25, Imperial with 20, Dugan with 15,
and Millersburg with about 10.. U.S.
Glass, Cambridge, Westmoreland
and the foreign makers lag far
behind. I was semewhat surprised to
realize that Northwood wasn’t the
leader in the water pitcher parade.
This is probably because many of the
patterns previously attributed to
Northwood are now known to have
been made by Dugan.

Don’t worry now that I intend to
review each of the water pitchers
made by each of the wvarious
companies. Since the emphasis here is
on rarity I will list the top 5 pitchers
of each company in their order of
rarity as I see it. The estimate as to
value is for the pitcher alone. My

ranking is based on the rarest color in

each pattern.

FENTON ART GLASS CO. —
" WILLIAMSTOWN, W. VA.

1. LILY OF THE VALLEY — blue
$4,500. Only 5 or 6 of these pitchers
are known. The ouly one known in
marigold was lost in the 1971 Sylmar,
California earthquake that destroyed
the Poling collection. Tumblers are
known in both marigold and blue.
-2-BLACKBERRY BLOCK ~— vasé-
line $2,750 {also white, §1,200; green,
$750; blue, $700; amethyst, $650;
marigold, $450) Only one pitcher in
vaseline is known in this pattern and
in fact, I don’t know of a pitcher in
this color in any other pattern either.

3. STRAWBERRY SCROLL, either
blue or marigold — $1,600. The
marigold is more rare but the blue
will sell for at least as much.

4, STARFLOWER — marigold,
$1,500 (also blue, $1,000). No tum-

. blers are known in this pattern.

5. TEN MUMS — white, $1,200;
(also blue, $900; marigold, $400).

Mention should be made of a few of
these other outstanding Fenton pitch-
ers: Fluffy Peacock, Milady, Blue-
berry, Orange Tree Orchard, Fento-
nia, Leaf Tiers, Daisy ¢ Plume,
Panelled Dandelion, Butterfly <&
Berry, and Apple Tree,

THE NORTHWOOD CO., —
WHEELING, W. VA,

1. PANELLED HOLLY — purple,
$8,500. Only this one example is
known. It is owned by the Loeschers
in Wisconsin,

2, WISTERIA — ice blue, $3,500
(also white, $2,500). Only 2 or 3
known in ice blue and 5 or 6 in white.
Ice green tumblers have been found,
but no pitcher.

3. GRAPE ARBOR — ice green
$3,250 (also blue, $2,500; ice blue,
$1,200; white, $800; purple, $600,
marigold, $250).

4. GRAFPE & CABLE — ice green,
$3,000 — both tankard and regular
size; {also green tankard, $2,750;
purple tankard, $750; marigold

“Lily of the Valley” [Fenton] —
blue, $4,500.

“Wishbone” [Northwood] — $1,000

tankard, $500). - Three ice green
tankards and three ice green regular
size pitchers known.

5. ORIENTAL POPPY — blue
$2,500; (also ice green, $2,000; ice
blue, $1,750; white, $1,000; green

_$850; purple, $650; marigold, $450).
Sapphire blue tumblers are known
but I'm unaware of a pitcher.

In the Northwood runner-up
category, we must mention Wish-
bone, Raspberry, Near Cut, Greek
Key, Dandelion, Acorn Burrs, N,
Cherry, Springtime, . Peacock -at -the’
Fountain, Peach and Singing Birds.

“THE MILLERSBUKG CD. —
MILLERSBURG, OHIO
As a group, I suppose the Millers-

"burg water pitchers would top the list

from a rarities standpoint.- Certainly
this would be true for the top five.

1. MORNING GLORY — green,
$8,500; (also amethyst, $7,500;
marigold, $6,500). Only one green, 4
amethyst and 3 marigold pitchers are
known. A handful of rare tumblers
are known. .

2. GAY NINETIES — green,
$8,000; (also amethyst, $7,500). One
green and 3 amethyst pitchers known.
A very few marigold tumblers have
turned up but no pitcher. There are
also a few rare amethyst tumblers but
none in green.

3. MULTI FRUITS & FLOWERS
— both green and marigold, $7,500;
(also amethyst, $6,500). One green, 2
marigold and 5 amethyst pitchers are
known. Tumblers in all three colors
are very rare.

4., PERFECTION — both green,
and marigold, $3,500; (also amethyst,
$3,000). Three green, 4 marigold,
and 8 or 10 amethyst pitchers are
known, Tumblers are rare in all
colors.

5. HOBNAIL — green, $2,000;
(also marigold, $1,750; blue, $1,500;
amethyst, $1,250). Only one green, 2
or 3 blue, 2 or 3 marigold and 5 or 6
amethyst pitchers are confirmed. The
tumblers are equally rare in all colors.

Not many water sets were made by
Millersburg. The other known pat-
terns are Feather & Heart, Marilyn,
Diamond and Millersburg Cherry.
f'I‘hey are much less rare than the top
ive,
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“Morning Glory” [Millersburg] —
- purple, $8,500.

“Quill” [Dugan - Diamond] —
marigeld, $1,200.

‘ “Heavy Iris” [Dugan-Diamond] —
‘e, $800,

- marigold, $125).

DUGAN & DIAMOND GLASS COS.
— INDIANA, PA.

It has been only recently, due to the
research efforts of Bill Heacock, that
the contributions of these two
companies has been fully appreciated.
The Dugan Glass Co. operated at this
site from 1904 to 1913 and was fol-
lowed by the Diamond Glassware Co.
which continued to operate. until
1931. We usually do not know which
of the two companies produced which
specific pattern. To confuse the issue
further, the Northwood Co. operated
at this same factory site but sold out
long before the carnival period
commenced.

1. QUILL — purple, $2,500; (also
marigold, $1,200), Only 4 or 5
pitchers are known in purple and less
than a dozen in marigold.

2. CIRCLED SCROLL — purple,
$2,500; (also marigold, $1,250). To
my knowledge only one pitcher is
known in purple and some 5 or 6 in
marigold.

3. HARVEST FLOWER — mari-
gold, $1,200. Tumblers are known in
both amethyst and marigold but no
amethyst pitchers have turned up to
my knowledge.

4. HEAVY IRIS — white, §1,200;
{also purple, $800; marigold, $450).
Only a half a dozen or so pitchers in
white are known. Peach opal reported
.but not confirmed. This set has been
reproduced in purple which hurts.

5. JEWELLED HEART — mari-
gold, $850. A pitcher reported in a
dark color but not confirmed. A white
tumbler is known but no pitcher.

Other Dugan-Diamond pitchers
are Wreathed Cherry, Dahlia, Bead-
ed Shell, Vineyard, (known in peach
opal), Stork - & Rushes, "Floral &
Grape, Rambler Rose and Maple
Leaf. 1t has not been confirmed but
the evidence would indicate that God
¢ Home is also a Dugan-Diamond
product.

IMPERIAL GLASS CO. —
BELLAIRE, OHIO

While the Imperial pitchers, except
for the Chatelaine, may not be as rare
as those from some of the other
companies, their purple colors with
electric iridization are unexcelled.

1. CHATELAINE — puple,
$2,250. Some dozen purple pitchers
are known. Was made in crystal but
no other Carnival colors have
surfaced.

2. FASHION — purple, $900; (also
smoky, $450; marigold, $100). Easily
found in marigold but other colors are
very difficult.

3. FLUTE — purple, $600; (also
blue, $500; teal green, $450; mari-
gold, $300). Even though the ptrple
is the most plentiful, it is usually so
electric that it commands a higher
price. A tankard pitcher is reported
but I have not seen one. There is also
a Northwood version of this Flute
pattern,

4. FOUR-SEVENTY-FOUR —
purple, $600; (also green, $500;
Easily found in
marigold but only 3 or 4 known in
purple and about the same number in
green. The pitcher comes in two sizes
and also in a milk pitcher.

5. FILE — marigold, $350. The
pitcher and tumbler are both hard to
find. For some reason, the pitcher

dogsn’t command a big price and the
tumbler will bring about as much as
the pitcher.

Other Imperial pitchers that de-
mand recognition are Field Flower,
Crab Claw, Octagon, Robin, Dia-
mond Lace, Lustre Rose, Tiger Lily,
Imperial Grape and Windmill.

THE CAMBRIDGE GLASS CO. —
CAMBRIDGE, OHIO

Most of us associate certain colors
with certain companies. It becomes
almost a trade-mark of sorts. Of
course, there is a substantial over-
lapping but by and large we associate
blue and red with Fenton; agua opal
and the pastels with Northwood;
peach opal with Dugan; smoky,
amber and clambroth with Imperial.

When we come to Cambridge, we
pick up a second characteristic. Not
only are nearly all of the Cambridge
pieces either marigold or green but
the patterns are exclusively intaglio
(cut-in), instead of raised as is the case
with most other Carnival patterns.

1.. INVERTED FEATHER —
marigold, $3,500. Only one pitcher is
confirmed. It is marigold and is in the
Corrother’s collection. . A purple
pitcher reported but not confirmed. A
few green and marigold tumblers are
known.

2. INVERTED THISTLE [LATE
THISTLE] — marigold, $2,500; (also
purple, $2,250). Only 2 or 3 pitchers
can be confirmed in marigold and less
than a dozen in purple.

3. INVERTED STRAWBERRY —
green, $1,500; (also purple, $1,000;
marigold, $800). Only 3 or 4 green
pitchers are known. The marigold
pitcher is more rare than the purple
but sells for a bit less. Tumblers are
found in blue but no blue pitcher.

4. DOUBLE STAR — purple,
$600; (also marigold, $500; green,
$300). The green Double Star water
set is the only one of all the
Cambridge sets that can be readily
found. All of the others in any color
are very difficult.

These four patterns are the omly
carnival pitchers that, to my know-
ledge, were made in carnival. Many,

but not all of the pitchers and

tumblers are signed “Near Cut.”

U.S. GLASS CO. —

PITTSBURGH, PA.

AND OTHER SITES
Though much has been written
about this company, carnival collec-
tors do not really relate to this factory.
This is in spite of the fact that each of
the five sets they produced are scarce
to very rare. Perhaps one reason for
this is the complicated background of
the U.5, Glass Co. It was a
conglomerate of many companies that

operated from many different locat- -

tions.

1. FROLICKING BEARS — green,
$8,500. Three pitchers and - four
tumblers are known. Ranks at the top
of the rarity list.

2. RISING SUN — blue, $1,750;
(also marigold, $650). Four blue
tumblers and one blue pitcher are
known. It is the
pitcher. The marigold pitchers are
found in this “skirted” type base as
well as on a pedestal base.

February 20, 1985

“Chatelaine” [Imperial] — purple,
$2.250. .

“Inverted Thistle” [Cambndge] —
purple, $2,250.

“Inverted Feather” [Cambridge] —
marigold, $3,500.

“skirted” . type -

“Frolicking Bears” [U.S. Glass] —
green, $8,500.

-

e
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“Rising Sun,” skirted type, [U.S. Glass] —
marigold, $650.

3. COSMOS ¢ CANE — white,
$1,200; (also marigold, $500). Very
hard to find. Should sell for more.

4. PALM BEACH — white, $600;
(also marigold, $450). The marigold
in both the Palm Beach and Cosmos &
Cane is on the honey-amber side of
the color spectrum rather than a true
marigold.

5. FIELD THISTLE — marigold,
$150. The pitcher is a bit awkward
and often has poor color. While hard
to find it does not sell well. A good
tumbler will often outsell the pitcher,

That covers the major producers of
carnival water pitchers. There are,
however, several well known Ameri-
can companies which made limited
contributions. We'll take a quick look
at some of these pitchers.

The McKee Glass Co. — Jeanette,

Pa., made little carnival, Only a
single water pitcher in their AZTEC
pattern is known. A few tumblers, a
rose bowl and a sugar and creamer,
all in marigold, are also known in this
pattern in carnival.

The Jenkins Glass Co. — Kokomao,
Ind. made a few water pitchers in a
pattern called DIAMOND & DAISY
CUT. In marigold it will sell for $250.
A few tumblers in marigold can also
be found. This pattern has never been
a popular one.

FOREIGN PITCHERS

And now let’s swing around the
world and touch on the carnival
water pitchers made -by many
different countries. To be sure, this
foreign production is small when
compared with the more than 100 sets
produced by the American com-
panies. Nevertheless, many of these
pitchers are very desirable and much

sought out by collectors both here and

abroad.

AUSTRALIA —
[CRYSTAL GLASS CO. - SYDNEY]

1. BANDED DIAMONDS —
purple, $1,000; (also marigold, $750).
This is no doubt the best known
Australian water pitcher, at least here
in the United States. That doesn’t say
much as very few of these pitchers
have ever turned up either here or in
Australia. One sold at the Wichita Air
Capitol convention in 1982, It
brought $525, which I feel was a real
bargain. Tumblers in either color are
also rare.

2. BLOCKS & ARCHES —
marigold, $150. Not the most
imaginative pattern in the world, but
hard to find. It resembles and is
sometimes confused with the Ranger
pattern, :

3, BEADED SPEARS — marigold,
$250. ~This set has turned up in

“Palm Beach,” [U.S. Glass] — marigold, $450.

Australia but there is some feeling it
could have been imported from
England or some other European
country.
FINLAND —
[RIIHIMAKI GLASSWORKS]

1. LATE PANELLED THISTLE
— Dblue, $1,500. Only 3 pitchers and 8
or 10 tumblers are known. This is not
to be confused with the old Higbee
Panelled Thistle pattern that was
made in clear pressed glass. No old
carnival sets are known in this Higbee
pattern but a few sets in new carnival
were iridized by Crider. This Late
Panelled Thistle pattern has also been
referred to as Alexander Floral in
Marion Quinton-Baxendale’s book
and as Grand Thistle in Bill Edward’s
latest price guide: B
SWEDEN — [EDA GLASSWORKS]

1. ROSE GARDEN —  blue,
$1,800; (also marigold, $1,250). I can
confirm only one pitcher in each
color. I'm sure there are others. No
tumblers have turned up to date.
Some have felt this was designed as a
communion pitcher for religious cere-
monies. There is no proof, however,
that it was designed for that purpose.
Whatever its intended use, it is a
beautiful and quality piece of glass.

9. CURVED STAR [CATHED-
RAL] —  blue, $1,500; (also

“Late Panelled Thistle,” [Finland] —
$1,500.

blue,

“Banded Diamonds,” [Australian] — marigold,
$750.

“Aztec,” [McKee] — marigold, $1,200.

marigold, $1,000). Very few of the
pitchers and no tumblers are known.
This pattern is best known in the
Chalice shape.

MEXICO
[CHRISTALES MEXCANOS]

1. RANGER — marigold, $350.
Even though this is an Imperial
Company pattern, no carnival pitch-
ers or tumblers are known to have
been made. The few carnival pitchers
and tumblers that have been found
are signed with an “M” inside a “C.”
This is the logo of this Mexican

- company and they were no doubt

made by this firm. Some have pointed
out, however, that Imperial may have
made them for Christales. This
appears unlikely. Another version of

this pattern has been:wisely-named --

“Jacobean Ranger” by the tumbler
researcher John Britt. This variant is
unsigned and was originally made in
Czechoslovakia. It was later produced
in England. Like the regular Ranger,
this Jacobean version has been found
only in marigold.

I'm sure you will realize this survey
is far from all inclusive. I believe,
however, that it does cover the main-
stream of carnival water pitchers
made not only in America but in
countries around the world.

“Rose Garden” [Sweden] — mari-
gold, $1,250.
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CARNIVAL GLASS WATER PITCHERS
AS ADVERTISED IN
BUTLER BROS. CATALOGS.

The ad shown in Photo #1 is from
the mid-spring 1911 issue of the Butler
Bros. catalog. These are Fenton
pitchers, From left to right they are
Milady, Fluffy Peacock and Black-
berry Block. All three patterns are
much sought after and bring high
prices today. Except for special colors,
such as the vaseline and white Black-
berry Block, these are not patterns
that would be considered top rarities,
I find this generally true of all the
patterns advertised in these catalogs.
It would appear that the ads were
successful as these sets are available
for determined collectors. I find no
ads in these catalogs for the really rare
sets.

Photo #2 shows Northwood’s fa-
mous Grape & Ceble pattern. This
water set was made in both a regular
size and the tankard size, as shown
here. The marigold set shown sold for
65 cents and would sell on today’s

“VENETIAN IRIDESCENT"
WATER SET ASSORRTMENT.
Assortmenrt consists only of “gem values One barrel will con-
vince you that we aré headqudriers on these rich and showy
decoratians.

LCAPRG:  § atyles. % zal. stuck handle jur. ground bottom
pressed tumblers. tsnkard and sweil shapes, good crystal, reljef
butterfly and grape embossings, goiden, royal and vigle ée
iridescent finieh, 4 sets in bdl.. — 65 1bs. Set. ]

Photo #1

market for upwards of $1,000. In ice
green, the pitcher is very raré and will
bring some $3,000.

Photo #3 features an ad from the
April, 1912 issue of B.B. and shows
two Millersburg pitchers. Feather &
Heart is shown on the left and
Marilyn is on the right. While this ad

‘ &
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An unueuaily rich one to reiail gt §1.00

was for the crystal pitchers, both were
made extensively in carnival,

Two Imperial pitchers were adver-
tised in this same April, 1912 issue.
The Tiger Lily pattern is on the left in
the Photo #4 and Imperial Grape on
the right. In marigold, these are two
of the most available sets in all of
carnival.

The pitchers in Photo #5 are
Fenton. Lattice and Grape is on the
left and Apple Tree is on the right.
This ad is from the February, 1924
catalog. This Lattice & Grape set first
appeared in a 1913 issue where it was
priced at 62 cents a set. This ten year
period during which this set was
offered must have paid off. It can be
easily found today and for a modest
price.

Cover Photo
“Morning Glory” tankard pitchers
by Millersburg Glass Co. — Green,
amethyst and marigold are the three
colors known. These are the rarest of
all Carnival water pitchers.

ECE WATER SET.
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CI968, Iridescent—Heary 3 gal jug. G
presued timblervs: 2 Jdesieny, foral roek eyystal
in bilver peeen and irideseent, roliet grape em-
bossed In goiden lridescent. 3§ sets
each, t sste cuse, 60 1bs. Set. QUG
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Photo #2

Photo #4

cutting, I doz. tierce.

“MARATHOR™ JUG ASST.

The Kind that has alwawe jobbed as $2.60 dozen.

. ©C2121: 2 styles, full finished crystel, so called % gal, 8%
in. tall, 1% doz, cach deep daisy and fan, and feather m];‘l"nr $1 10
Iz, .

SR
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2C1870 — Golden Iridescent glass, embossed |

feuit patterm, 35 gal. jug. 1 tall tankerd

11}4 in. high, 2 squat shape juge 9 in. high,

eix ‘0 oz. tumbjers to metch each styls.
Asstd. 6 sets in bbl,, 60 bs

(Total $8.1¢)
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SET 7 pes) $1.38

" Photo #3

Photo #5
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